
IRI’s Approach
The Bolstering Europe Against the Subversive Tactics of 
the Chinese Communist Party program leverages a three-
step approach to overcoming policymaking roadblocks and 
inoculating European countries from CCP malign influence:

1. Survey political parties across the region to assess their 
views on CCP influence and identify knowledge gaps that 
prevent robust policy responses to foreign interference. 

2. Convene a global network of researchers to conduct 
briefings with political parties on Chinese influence and 
the risks of engaging with the CCP. The briefings raise 
awareness of China’s use of the following “sharp power” 
tactics:

a. The global propaganda campaign to shape  
global discourse 

b. The CCP’s cooptation of political and  
economic elites 

c. The subversion of civil society and diaspora 
groups through united front work

3. Coordinate an interparliamentary working group to 
discuss collective strategies for bolstering resilience to the 
CCP and building strong democracies through effective 
policymaking.

BOLSTERING EUROPE AGAINST 
THE SUBVERSIVE TACTICS OF THE 
CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY

As the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) continues to erode 
democratic norms and institutions worldwide, Beijing has 
expanded efforts to leverage its influence in Europe and 
prevent the emergence of a Transatlantic pro-democracy 
coalition. Concerningly, awareness of the CCP’s influence 
operations and their impact on democratic societies remains 
low in Europe and threat perceptions of the Party vary 
greatly. In response, the International Republican Institute 
(IRI) supports research to uncover the CCP’s influence and 
convene democratic leaders to mitigate their country’s 
exposure to interference. 
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INTERNATIONAL REPUBLICAN INSTITUTE
A nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, the International Republican Institute (IRI) advances freedom and democracy worldwide by helping 
political parties to become more responsive, strengthening transparent and accountable governance, and working to increase the role of 
marginalized groups in the political process – including women and youth. More information is available at www.iri.org.

IRI’s efforts to bolster Europe against CCP influence work in tandem with the Building Resilience in Interconnected Democracies in a Global 
Environment (BRIDGE) program, a global effort to raise awareness and mobilize democratic resilience against the CCP’s malign influence.

EU-LEVEL PARTIES
•   Alliance of Liberals and 

Democrats for Europe
•   European Conservatives 

and Reformists
•   European People’s Party

LATVIA
•   Development
•   National Alliance
•   New Conservatives
•   Unity

ESTONIA
•   Estonia Reform Party
•   Estonian Centre Party
•   Isamaa

POLAND 
•   Civic Platform 
•   Law and Justice
•   Modern
•   Polish People’s Party 

ITALY
•   5 Star
•   Brothers of Italy
•   Forza Italia

GREECE
•   Greek Solution
•   New Democracy

HUNGARY
•   Fidesz-KDMP
•   Momentum

ROMANIA
•   Christian Democratic 

National Peasants’ Party
•   Democratic Alliance of 

Hungarians in Romania
•   Freedom, Unity and 

Solidarity Party
•   National Liberal Party
•   People’s Movement 

Party
•   Save Romania Union

LITHUANIA
•   Electoral Action of Poles 

- Christian Families
•   Homeland Union
•   Labor
•   Liberal Movement

Target Political Parties for Year One
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