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Methodology in Brief
� Face-to-face interviews were conducted between December 26, 

2004 and January 7, 2005

� All field work was conducted by an Iraqi polling firm employing more 
than 200 trained interviewers across the country.

� Interviews occurred in 16 of 18 governorates, excluding Ninewah 
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� Interviews occurred in 16 of 18 governorates, excluding Ninewah 
(Mosul) and Dohuk for security reasons.

� A total sample of 1,903 valid interviews were obtained, including 
more than one-third from Iraq’s rural areas.

� The overall margin of error for the survey is +/- 3.0 percent. 

� Please contact IRI if more detailed methodological information is 
required.



Demographics
Regional Distribution of Survey 

Sample

Baghdad, 
14.70%South, 

20.90%

Urban and Rural Distribution of 
Survey Sample

Rural, 
35.80%
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Kurdish 
Areas, 
16.60%

Kirkuk, 
5.30%

Sunni Areas, 
18.20%

Mid-
Euphrates, 

24.40%

Urban, 
64.20%

35.80%



Demographics

Distribution of Survey Sample by 
Sex

18 to 24 Years 15.5%

25 to 30 Years 16.4%

Age Distribution of Survey Sample
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Male, 
46.50%

Female, 
53.50%

25 to 30 Years 16.4%

31 to 35 Years 16.9%

36 to 45 Years 25.0%

46 to 55 Years 13.6%

56 Years & Over 12.6%



Demographics

Ethnic Distribution of Survey Sample

77.50%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

Religious Distribution of Survey Sample

Non-Muslim, 
1.20%Only Muslim, 

5.50%
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1.60%1.80%

19.00%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Arab Kurd Turk Other/NA

Sunni, 35.00%

Shia, 58.30%



Demographics

Educational Distribution of Survey Sample

29.80%

23.40%25.00%

30.00%

35.00%
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0.60%

8.50%8.10%

11.70%

17.70%

23.40%

0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

None Primary Intermediate Secondary Diploma Univeristy Post-Graduate



Demographics
Distribution of Survey Sample by Employment

42.40%

35.00%

40.00%

45.00%
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4.90%5.00%

11.80%11.80%

2.10%

8.10%

13.90%

0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

Pub. Sector (FT) Pvt. Sector (FT) Pub. Sector (PT) Pvt. Sector (PT) Unemployed Student Housewife Pensioner



Demographics
Monthly Income Distribution of Survey Sample

34.30%

45.50%

150K-300K ID

<150K ID
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0.40%

0.60%

2.70%

10.20%

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00%

>1M ID

750K-1M ID

500K-750K ID

300K-500K ID



Survey Results
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48.60%

39.20%
40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Q1. Do you think that Iraq today is generally 
headed in the right or wrong direction? 
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10.20%

2.00%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

Right Direction Wrong Direction Don't Know No Answer

n=1903Sample does not include Mosul and Dohuk.



41.90%

53.80%

48.60%

39.32%

45.30%

39.20%

51.32%50.73%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Q1. Do you think that Iraq today is generally headed in the right or wrong 
direction? 

Trends: May-January
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31.40% 32.00%

11.20% 11.70% 10.20%

16.05%

9.22%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

5/27-6/11 7/24-8/2 9/24-10/4 11/24-12/5* 12/26-1/7**

Right Direction Wrong Direction Don't Know

* Does not include Mosul, Ramadi and Dohuk / **Does not include Mosul and Dohuk



Q1a-b. Why do you think Iraq is heading in the right/wrong 
direction?

Emerging Democracy 23.6%

Removal of the last regime 20.1%

Poor security situation 56.7%

Presence of occupation forces 15.5%

Right Direction Wrong Direction
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Iraqi-led government 16.1%

Increased freedoms 13.0%

Improving economic situation 7.8%

Improving general situation 6.6%

Improving security 2.9%

Unstable situation 12.2%

Infrastructure issues 2.9%

Unemployment 2.8%

Bad economic situation 1.9%

Division of the Iraqi people
1.5%

n=925 n=746



69.50%
64.90%

58.30%

83.80%

56.37%

44.36%
50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

Right Direction: Regional Trends
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36.60%

19.00%
14.70%

36.00%
43.36%

33.43%

44.36%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

05/27-06/11 7/24-8/2 9/24-10/4 11/24-12/5* 12/26-1/7**

Bagdhad Kurdish Areas Mosul and Kirkuk Sunni Areas Mid-Euphrates South

* Does not include Mosul, Ramadi and Dohuk / **Does not include Mosul and Dohuk



Q2. Thinking about the future, do you feel that things will be 
better, the same or worse in:

52.30%
59.10%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

100.00%
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n=1903

14.10% 9.20% 5.50%

23.80%

16.20%

4.50%

59.10%

64.90%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

Six Months One Year Five Years

Worse Same Better



Q3. To what extent do you feel that the following have been 
effective or ineffective to date:

18.90%

9.20%

29.70%

19.00%

11.70%

20.80%

38.70%

39.80%

27.70%

16.00%

34.80%

9.60%

IIG

IP

President al-Yawer
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n=1903

15.00%

17.30%

12.70%

18.90%

14.20%

11.50%

12.00%

19.00%

23.10%

29.50%

25.50%

38.70%

8.50%

32.20%

25.90%

16.00%

Civic Organizations

PM Allawi

IECI

IIG

Very Ineffective Somewhat Ineffective Somewhat Effective Very Effective



Q3. To what extent do you feel that the Interim Government 
of Iraq has been effective or ineffective to date?

July – December

19.82%

8.20%

22.90%

16.00%

38.70%

35.00%
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18.90%15.80%

30.30%

12.31%

19.00%
17.00%

19.40%

14.30%

38.70%

26.20%42.32%

July September November December

Very Ineffective Somewhat Ineffective Somewhat Effective Very Effective



Q3. To what extent do you feel that Prime Minister Allawi has been 
effective since taking office?

July - December

30.61%

13.60%

28.90% 32.20%

32.00%
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17.30%15.30%
28.30%

8.94%

11.50%10.80%

14.90%

9.41%

29.50%31.60%

32.00%

35.61%

July September November December

Very Ineffective Somewhat Ineffective Somewhat Effective Very Effective



Q4. In your opinion, what have been the two most important accomplishments
of the Interim Government since the handover of authority on June 28?

Increasing Salaries 24.4%

Improving economic 
situation 14.5%

Improving security 

Improving security 
situation 12.3%

Improving economic 
situation 8.9%

First Choice Second Choice
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Improving security 
situation 13.3%

Reconstruction 6.0%

Increased freedoms 5.7%

Elections 4.1%

Improving public services 3.0%

Increasing salaries 7.7%

Reconstruction 3.9%

Increased Freedoms 3.8%

Improving public services 2.0%

Elections 1.9%

n=980 n=980



Q5. In your opinion, what have been the two most important failures of the 
Interim Government since the handover of authority on June 28?

Security Situation 56.6%

Infrastructure 
Redevelopment 14.5%

Infrastructure 
Redevelopment 24.3%

Security Situation 14.6%

First Choice Second Choice
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Unemployment 5.2%

Economic Situation 3.4%

Fuel Crisis 3.0%

Reconstruction 2.6%

Lack of Basic Materials 2.6%

Economic Situation 6.7%

Unemployment 6.6%

Lack of Basic Materials 3.8%

Fuel Crisis 3.7%

Presence of MNFI 2.3%

n=1215 n=1215



Q6. Everyone has certain values that are important them.  Among the 
values listed below, please indicate in priority order which among the 

following are the three most important to you personally

Individual Freedom

Peaceful Life

Patriotism

Family

Faith in God
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n=1903

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00% 70.00% 80.00% 90.00%

Money/Wealth

Love

Position in Society

Education

Physical Health

Individual Freedom

First Second Third



Q7. Thinking about the situation in Iraq, in order of importance which of the following 
three do you feel are the most important issues requiring a political or governmental 

solution:

Presence of MNFI

Healthcare

Infrastructure

Unempolyment
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0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00% 35.00% 40.00% 45.00%

Elections

National Security

Education

Terrorists

Crime

High Prices

First Second Third n=1903



Q8. Which of the following approaches to security would 
make you most likely to support a party or candidate were 

they offered?

11.10%

10.70%
21.20%25.00%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

45.00%
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11.10%

8.70%

12.60%

21.20%

15.00%
5.90%2.70%6.90%

23.00%

30.10%

0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

Increase number and
training for IP

Removal of CF/MNFI
from Iraqi territory

Reinstate Iraqi Army Increase number and
training for ING

Strenthen the court
system

Close Iraq's borders

First Choice Second Choice n=1903



Q9. Which of the following approaches to social issues would make you 
most likely to support a party or candidate were they offered?

9.40%

10.40%

9.10%

13.90%

12.70%

20.90%

5.00%

23.80%
Improved access to basic

Improved access to healthcare

Access to clean water

Rebuilding or Constructing
Hospitals
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7.30%

6.80%

5.10%

8.30%

9.10%23.80%

21.50%

7.90%

7.40%

2.90%

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00% 35.00%

Improving the status of women

Protecting minority rights

Reinstating fired teachers

Increased role for religion

Improved access to basic
education

First Choice Second Choice
n=1903



Q10. Which of the following approaches to economic development and 
job creation would make you most likely to support a party or candidate 

were they offered?

16.50%

5.90%

10.40%

22.80%

14.80%

12.70%Support to industrial sector

Large public works programs

Improve secuirty situation
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5.80%

3.00%

9.40%

8.00%5.90%

5.40%

9.20%

8.90%

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00% 35.00% 40.00% 45.00%

Economic incentives to start
business

Greater investment by neighbors

Enforce labor standards

Support to agricultural sector

First Choice Second Choice
n=1903



Q11. Another common theme in the election will be the idea of social values 
and social justice in Iraq.  Which of the following ideas or values would you like 

to see a political entity stand for?

15.80%
25.20% 3.60%25.00%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

45.00%
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13.20% 11.00%
4.80%

3.10%

5.90%

15.70% 18.30%

9.20%

23.30%

4.50%1.70%

13.70%
16.60%

0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

Ensuring the
Islamic identity

of Iraq

Maintaining
Iraq's national
character and

identiy

Opposition to
social

influences from
Iraq's

neighbors

Opposition to
social and

other influence
from beyond

Iraq's borders

Creation of a
strictly Islamic
government

Reconciling
crimes of the
past regime

Unifiying Iraqis
of different

backgrounds

Building a more
equal society

First Choice Second Choice n=1903



Q12. Is there a political party or figure that you currently 
support or feel shares your own values or ideas?

43.70%
45.90%

35.00%

40.00%

45.00%

50.00%
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6.70%
3.60%0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

Yes No Don't Know No Answer
n=1903



Q12. Is there a political party or figure that you currently 
support or feel shares your own values or ideas?

“Yes” by Region

76.80%

46.20% 45.70%50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%
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35.90%

46.20% 45.70%

29.00%

18.80%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

Baghdad Kurdish
Areas

Mid
Euphrates

South Kirkuk Sunni Areas



Q12. Is there a political party or figure that you currently 
support or feel shares your own values or ideas?

“Yes” by Ethno-Religious Groups

44.80%

71.70%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%
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44.80%

15.40%

32.40% 33.30%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

Shia-Arab Sunni-Arab Kurdish Turkman Chaldo-Assyrian
n=1903



Q13.  Thinking about the January elections, on a scale of 1 to 10, please rank 
each of the following based on how important each will be in deciding for whom 

you will vote:

5.98

5.32

3.09

6.13

Endorsement by cleric or religious
organization

Quality of candidate(s)

Provide money or job in return for
vote

Ideas on issues and constitution

International Republican Institute: December 26, 2004 – January 7, 2005
�


5.93

6.49

7.29

7.07

5.41

5.98

0.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 6.00 7.00 8.00

Will benefit people like me

Resistance to the occupation

Displays strength

Capable of solving problems

Party history

organization

n=1903



Q14. On what date are Iraq’s elections scheduled to take 
place? (Open Ended)

56.60%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%
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2.60% 1.70% 0.70%

10.90%

23.30%

2.70%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

1-Jan 15-Jan 20-Jan 30-Jan 31-Jan Don't Know No Answer
n=1903



Q15.  Have you received any official 
materials regarding voter registration 

asking that you confirm the information 
about you on the voting registry?

No, 21.00%

Don't Know, 
1.00%

No, 
23.60%

Don't 
Know, 
3.40%

Q15.  If yes, was the information 
accurate?
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Yes, 77.80%

n=1903

n=1480

Yes, 
72.60%



Q16.  To the best of your knowledge, what will Iraqis be 
voting for in the elections scheduled for January 30, 2005?

38.00%38.40%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

45.00%
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14.90%

1.20%1.30%0.30%0.70%1.90%
0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

President TNA Consititution Removal of
CF/MNFI

Governors Ministers Regional or
Governorate

Councils

Don't Know

n=1903



Q17. How likely is it that you will vote in Iraq’s elections  
scheduled for January 30, 2005?

64.50%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%
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17.20%

5.50% 7.40%
4.50%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

Very Likely Somewhat
Likely

Somewhat
Unlikely

Very Unlikely Don't Know

n=1903



Q18. How likely is it that you will vote in Iraq’s elections scheduled for 
January 30, 2005?

By Region

58.10% 74.00% 70.50%

46.00%

21.10%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

100.00%
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10.40%

27.00%
19.90%

9.00% 18.50%
16.50%

17.80%

3.20%

21.20%

14.00%

32.40%
58.10% 74.00%

93.50%

70.50%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Baghdad Kurdish Areas Mid Euphrates South Kirkuk Sunni Areas

Very Unlikely Somewhat Unlikely Somewhat Likely Very Likely



Q18. How likely is it that you will vote in Iraq’s elections scheduled for 
January 30, 2005?

Breakdown by Ethno-Religious Groups

28.80%

19.90%

70.90%
64.70%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

100.00%
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8.30%

17.80%

14.10%

28.80%

19.10%
20.60%

77.30%
70.90%

58.30%

28.80%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Shia-Arab Sunni-Arab Kurdish Turkman Chaldo-Assyrian

Very Unlikely Somewhat Unlikely Somewhat Likely Very Likely n=1903



85.50%
71.40% 64.50%60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

100.00%

Q18. How likely is it that you will vote in Iraq’s elections scheduled for 
January 30, 2005? 

Trends: June - December
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9.53% 7.00% 11.80% 8.40% 7.40%
4.70% 5.50%

12.60% 17.70%

88.40%
87.00%

85.50%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

June* August* October* November December

Very Unlikely Somewhat Unlikely Somewhat Likely Very Likely

*”Do you intend to vote in Iraq’s upcoming elections scheduled to take place  by January 31, 2005?” (Yes/No)



33.40%

12.30%

Security situation is too
dangerous

Person or group I respect
has called for a boycott

Q19.  If you do not intend to vote, which of the following 
best describes the reason why?
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2.30%

7.00%

3.30%

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00% 35.00% 40.00%

Iraq isn't ready for
elections

Don't know about parties
or candidates

Don't trust the electoral
process

n=1903



Q20. Regardless of whether or not you intend to vote, how 
confident do you feel that Iraq will be ready to hold its 

elections on January 30, 2005?

58.70%
67.40%

49.80%
60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

90.00%

100.00%
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35.40%
25.50%

9.50%

9.30%

24.10%

67.40%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

10/24-11/6* 11/24-12/5* 12/26-1/7

Very Unconfident Somewhat Unconfident Somewhat Confident Very Confident

*Do you feel that Iraq will be ready to hold elections by January 30, 2005? (Yes/No)



Q21. How much have you seen, read or heard about the 
elections in the media?

Great 
Deal, 

34.60%
Very 

Nothing 
at all, 

10.50%
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Some, 
26.80%

Very 
Little, 

23.10%

n=1903



Q22.  On a scale of 1 to 10, please rank the level of trust you have in 
information about the elections coming from each of the following sources?

MEDIAN SCORES

3.17

3.47

6.53

5.17

Political Parties

Newspapers

Family, friends or neighbors

IECI
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4.01

3.41

5.67

6.42

4.57

3.70

0.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 6.00 7.00 8.00

Foreign media outlets

Civil Society

Iraqi Television

Religious figures

Radio

Tribal Sheikh or Organization

n=1903



Q23. Regardless of whether or not you plan on voting, how 
confident are you that your vote will (or would) be secret?

47.10%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

45.00%

50.00%
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22.90%

7.60% 8.10%

0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

Very Confident Somewhat
Confident

Somewhat
Unconfident

Very Unconfident

n=1903



Q24. Some people say that religion has a special role to play in the 
government today while others believe that religion and the government 
should respect one another but remain separate. Do you believe that:

Religion has a special 

Don't Know, 6.00%
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role to play in the 
government, 41.70%

Religion and 
government should 

respect one another by 
not impeding on the 

rights, roles and 
responsibilities of the 

other, 50.90% n=1903



49.00%

36.50%

57.00%

39.90% 38.70%

65.60%

37.00%

54.00%

38.30%

52.50%
55.20%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

Q25. Some people say that religion has a special role to play in the government 
today while others believe that religion and the government should respect one 

another but remain separate. Do you believe that:
Breakdown by Region
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25.80%

36.50%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

Baghdad Kirkuk Kurdish
Areas

Mid-
Euphrates

South Sunni Areas

Religion has a special role Religion and government should respect one another



Q26.  Thinking about the role of religious leaders in politics and 
government, which of the following possibilities do you prefer?

38.70%

28.40%

Religious leaders may
endorse candidates, but

Religious leaders are
elected to political office
and serve in government
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7.80%

23.30%

38.70%

0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00% 35.00% 40.00% 45.00%

Don't Know

Religious leaders maintain
a seperation focusing on
spiritual and social life

endorse candidates, but
don't serve in office

n=1903


