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INFORMATION ABOUT THE SURVEY

• The survey was conducted by the Institute of Polling and Marketing for Baltic Surveys/Gallup on
behalf of the International Republican Institute.

• This national representative survey was carried out from June 26 – July 4, 2012.
• The sample consisted of 1,503 Georgian residents older than the age of 18 and eligible to vote, and is

representative of the general population by age, gender, education and religion.
• The sample design was a multi-stage random sample.

• Stage One: Break country into official administrative regions.
• Stage Two: Select clusters of sampling points based on settlement population (large, medium,

small towns and villages). One sample point – approximately one percent of survey population
(39-41 surveys). Sampling points in each region were selected based on the percentage of
population living in the various levels of settlement in that region.

• Respondents were selected by the random route method, using the next birthday rule to select a
respondent from within a household.

• Data was collected through face-to-face interviews with the respondents.
• The poll was conducted nationwide, including the capital and all major regional centers.
• The margin of error does not exceed plus or minus 2.5 percent.
• The response rate was 70 percent.
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ISSUES
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What is the most important issue Georgia is facing?

51

18

8

2

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

72

36

26

7

5

5

8

8

6

4

2

6

5

1

Unemployment

Return of lost territories

General economic situation

General social problems

Poverty

Bad relations with Russia

Increasing prices

Expensive medical services

Agriculture

Low pension

Tense domestic political situation

High utility taxes

Healthcare system

Illegal acts

First mention All mentions
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What is the most important issue your town/village is 
facing?

36

12

9

5

4

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

47

25

19

12

10

7

6

4

2

2

3

2

2

2

Unemployment

Roads

Inadequate water supply

Inadequate gas supply

General economic problems

High utility taxes

Inadequate irrigation

Agriculture

Non-operating factories

Expensive public transport

General social problems

Pollution

Cleaning the city

Lack of machinery

First mention

All mentions
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What is the most important issue your household is 
facing?

36

14

6

5

5

4

4

2

2

2

2

2

1

42

24

10

8

10

10

7

7

4

4

4

4

2

Unemployment

General economic problems

Low wages

General social problems

Health problems

Cost of public utilities

Poverty

Expensive medicine /
healthcare

Living conditions

Inadequate water supply

Absence of healthcare policy

Low pension

Inadequate gas supply

First mention

All mentions
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What issue do you fear the most?

30

10

10

5

4

3

3

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

3

33

13

14

11

4

5

4

4

4

3

2

2

1

1

1

1

3

Fear of war

Possible war with Russia

Fear of internal political unrest

Fear of economic crisis

Uncertain future

Fear of poverty

Loss of new territories

The threat of hunger

Increase in unemployment

Threat of not returning the occupied territories

Internal instability

Loss of national identity

Fear of civil war

Deterioration of social conditions

Loss of Christianity

Instability during the elections

Nothing

First mention All mentions
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Do you consider the following forms of social protest 
acceptable?

51

48

39

24

11

10

3

3

45

50

58

72

86

87

95

95

4

2

3

4

3

3

2

2

Collecting signatures for petition

Legal demonstrations

Legal strikes

Boycotts

Unsanctioned demonstrations

Unsanctioned strikes

Blocking of major roads

Occupation of buildings or enterprises

Acceptable Not acceptable No opinion
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Do you support further street protests in the future?

7

4

3

4

6

4

4

14

16

14

14

14

16

16

16

19

20

21

58

56

55

48

54

51

8

9

11

11

8

10

15

14

13

53 12Jul 12

Mar 12

Nov 11

May 11

Oct 10

Mar 10

Oct 09

Definitely yes Likely yes Likely no Definitely no DK/NA
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Do you support further street protests in the future?

9

6

12

15

10

15 56 8

44 24
Tbilisi

Other territories

Definitely yes Likely yes Likely no Definitely no DK/NA
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For what reason would you go to the protest action?
(Supporting further street protests in the future. N=318)

70

31

3

1

Difficult social conditions

To request free elections

To advance parliamentary and presidential elections

In case of harmful decision making for the country
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POLITICS
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What do you consider as the most important achievements 
of the Georgian government?

13

11
11

9
9

4
3
3

3
2
2

2
2

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

4

23
26

24
16

22
8

5
4
4

5
5

3
4

6
2
2

4
1

2
1

4

Reduced crime
Efficient energy sector

Regulated roads
Reformed patrol police

Improved infrastructure
Ameliorated Corruption

Peacetime
Stabilized the country

Development of the country
Reformed education

Paid pensions on time
Globalization

Construction projects around the country
Developed tourism
Economic growth

Construction of hospitals
Increased access to gas supply

General reforms
Reorganized Ministry of Defense

Environmental education
Nothing

First mention

All mentioned
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What do you consider as the biggest failures of the current 
government?

30

13
12

4

3

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

38

17

21

7

5

5

4

3

2

1

1

1

1

1

2

3

1

1
1

Failure to regain territories

War with Russia in August 2008

Unemployment

Tensions with Russia

Failure of healthcare reform

Lack of agricultural development

Economic crisis

Rising utility costs

General social problems

Slowed progress in joining NATO

Low pensions

Loss of people`s trust

Domestic oppression

False promises

Inflation

Poverty

Foreign policy

Reforms in education system

Nothing

First mention

All mentioned
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In what field should the Georgian government carry out 
reforms first? And second/third?

34

7

7

4

4

4

2

3

27

29

12

5

4

3

7

3

16

17

13

8

4

8

7

4

34

1

1 2

5

4

17

2

5

Economy

Healthcare 

Education

Judiciary

Agriculture

Defense

Local governance

Penitentiary and Corrections

Environmental

Energy sector

DK/NA

First Second Third
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In what field should the Georgian government carry out 
reforms first? And second/third? (in Tbilisi)

34

25

16

10

5

3

2

1

3

26

31

8

12

1

5

3

1

17

19

12

15

4

5

3

1

2

8

3

18

2

3

Economy

Healthcare

Judiciary

Education

Defense

Penitentiary and Corrections

Environmental

Agriculture

Local governance

Energy sector

DK/NA

First Second Third
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In what field should the Georgian government carry out 
reforms first? And second/third? (other regions)

37

34

6

5

5

3

3

1

3

28

28

12

8

5

4

3

4

17

16

13

9

6

6

9

5

1

1 2

8

2

18

2

3

Healthcare

Economy

Education

Local governance

Agriculture

Judiciary

Defense

Environmental

Penitentiary and Corrections

Energy sector

DK/NA

First Second Third
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Do you feel the governor of your region is doing a good job and 
is working effectively to address the problems of your region?

5

3

3

3

2

4

9

5

5

10

5

7

5

5

7

5

21

22

22

21

23

23

31

20

21

28

28

33

31

33

37

37

39

37

46

39

41

38

34

37

35

30

33

28

32

31

31

32

22

17

19

21

25

17

13

17

19

13

13

10

9

12

9

13

13

21

10

16

9

18

13

21

20

19

21

22

22

18

16

13

Jun 05

Oct 05

Apr 06

Feb 07

Sep 07

Feb 08

Sep 08

Feb 09

Jun 09

Oct 09

Mar 10

Oct 10

May 11

Nov 11

Mar 12

Jul 12

Very effectively Mostly effective Mostly ineffective Very ineffectively DK/NA
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Do you feel the governor of your region is doing a good job and 
is working effectively to address the problems of your region?

6 9 5 3 7 5 3 3
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27 36
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DK/NA

Very
ineffectively

Mostly
ineffective

Mostly
effective

Very
effectively
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Do you plan to vote in the next parliamentary elections?

75

78

82

13

11

9

2

2

2

5

5

3

5

4

4

Nov 11

Mar 12

Jul 12

Definitely Likely Not likely Definitely will not vote DK/NA
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Under what circumstances would you not participate in the 
elections? (Definitely or likely to vote in next parliamentary 

elections. N=1,377)
22

8

6

3

2

1

4

53

5

If I am ill

If I am not present in my precinct

If the party I support does not participate in elections

In case of falsifications

If I have personal issues to attend to

If "Georgian dream" participates

Other

Nothing

Don`t know/Difficult to say
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Under what circumstances would you decide to vote? (Not likely 
or definitely will not vote in next parliamentary elections. N=65)

30

15

14

11

6

5

4

3

3

2

2

2

6

I will not participate by any means

If it is fair

If the party I support participates in elections

If a party has a program I like

If I am at place of registration

If I am in good health

If they bring a mobile ballot box

If I receive the bulletin

If I have time

If the state of unemployement is improved

If Bidzina Ivanishvili does not participate

If am granted social aid

Don't know
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What is most important to you when voting for a majoritarian 
candidate for Parliament?

68

19

5

1

1

6

55

24

15

1

2

3

His/her platform

The candidate belongs to the party I support

The candidate is from my region

Honesty

Good reputation

Other

DK/NA

Tbilisi

Other territories
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Do international observers help to instill public 
confidence in election results? 

(Mean scores, one = definitely yes and five = definitely 
not)

2.67

2.75

2.64

1 2 3 4 5

All respondents

Tbilisi

Other territories
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Some say that the government should take care of everyone, 
others say that individuals should take care of themselves. 

How would you describe your views on this matter? 
(Mean scores, one = government and five = individual)

2.19

2.43

2.10

1 2 3 4 5

All respondents

Tbilisi

Other territories
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Government Individual
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Which characteristics should a political party have for you to be 
willing to vote for it in the parliamentary elections?

40

20

15

12

10

7

6

6

5

5

5

5

4

4

3

3

3

2

2

3

Takes care of the people

Patriotic

Has a good program

Fulfills their promises

Is honest

Has a sense of justice

Solves the problem of unemployment

Keeps in contact with the people

Reliable

Educated

Loves the people

Focused on country`s development

Good leadership

Experienced

Focuses on agriculture

Has a good staff

Focuses on social programs

Devoted

Hardworking

DK/NA
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If all other features are the same, which candidate you would 
prefer?

Politician who is a 
member of parliament at 

the moment
35%

New politician, who 
never was a member of 

parliament
34%

No difference
19%

DK/NA
12%
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INSTITUTIONS
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How would you describe your confidence in the following 
institutions?

94

89

88

69

66

65

64

61

57

56

56

53

44

43

43

42

35

17

2

6

9

26

30

30

28

28

26

24

34

27

43

19

33

32

23

39

4

5

2

5

4

5

8

11

16

20

10

20

13

38

24

26

42

44

Church

Army

Police

President's office

Government (Cabinet of Ministers)

Parliament

Georgian media

Education system

Central bank

Prosecutor's office

Local authorities

Courts

Political parties

Ombudsman's office

Governors

Central Election Commission

Chamber of Control

Trade unions

Favorable Unfavorable No opinion
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SOURCES OF 
INFORMATION
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From where do you receive political information?
96

28

26

19

11

6

3

1

0.5

0.6

96

25

28

17

12

6

2

0.3

0.2

0.2

97

19

28

14

14

6

2

0.3

0.2

0.2

98

29

26

15

12

10

3

0.7

0.4

0.1

96

24

25

10

16

8

3

0.6

0.5

0.4

TV news, programs

Relatives, friends

Newspaper articles

Internet

Radio news, programs

Magazine articles

Colleagues at work

Meetings with politicians

Billboards, street signs

Leaflets and direct mail

Jul 12 Mar 12

Nov 11 May 11

Oct 10
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From where do you receive political information? (region)

94

18

26

35

18

3

2

1

1

1

3

97

31

25

13

8

7

3

1

0.4

0.4

1

TV news, programs

Relatives, friends

Newspaper articles

Internet

Radio news, programs

Magazine articles

Colleagues at work

Meetings with politicians

Billboards, street signs

Leaflets and direct mail

None

Tbilisi
Other regions
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How often do you do the following using the Internet?
N=559

4

2

2

1

2

1

1

5

2

2

1

1

12

3

8

3

1

1

11

7

16

8

3

2

66

84

71

85

94

96

1

1

1

1

Read political news online

Read a political blog

Watch a video about politics

Visit a party website

Take part in a political
discussion online

Communicate with a
politician

Every day 5-6 times/week 3-4 times/week 1 -2 times/week Less often Never DK/NA
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How many times per week do you access the Internet?

11

12

14

15

18

18

21

21

1

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

3

3

4

4

4

4

4

3

3

3

5

5

3

4

5

5

6

4

6

7

5

4

6

77

72

74

67

62

68

65

63

1

1

2

Jun 09

Oct 09

Mar 10

Oct 10

May 11

Nov 11

Mar 12

Jul 12

Every day 5-6 times per week 3-4 times per week 1-2 times per week Less often Never DK/NA
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How many times per week do you access the Internet?

39

14

3

2

7

3

6

4

5

6

41

71

Tbilisi

Other regions

Every day 5-6 times per week 3-4 times per week 1-2 times per week Less often Never DK/NA
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Where do you access the Internet? 

79

13

12

2

0.2

2

83

14

8

2

2

1

82

10

11

3

1

0.4

69

13

12

2

2

0.7

6

73

13

22

7

0.6

0.6

Home

Work

Friend's house

Internet café

By phone

Other

DK/NA

Jul 12 N=559

Mar 12 N=1,397

Nov 11 N=1,293

May 11 N=567

Oct 10 N=496
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Where do you access the Internet? N=559

85

16

8

1

0.5

0.4

74

10

16

4

2

Home

Work

Friend's house

Internet café

Other

DK/NA

Tbilisi Other territories
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Do you feel that television stations offer a fair and 
balanced view of the political situation?

40

41

33

37

32

37

23

27

30

Jul 12

Mar 12

Nov 11

Yes No DK/Refuse to Answer
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What would improve this situation?

43

43

34

1

7

44

34

21

2

14

45

33

31

2

11

More interactive shows that allow
regular people to participate and not

just the same old faces

More time allowed for coverage of
opposition activities and events

More debates between different
parties

Other

DK/NA

Jul 12, N=551
Mar 12, N=1,273
Nov 11, N=1,469
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SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHICS
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Male
47%Female

53%

Gender

18-29
19%

30-49 
37%

50+ 
44%

Age groups
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Primary
1%

Unfinished secondary
4%

Secondary
38%

Vocational
23%

Unfinished higher
2%

University, higher
32%

Education

Georgian
88%

Armenian
4%

Azeri
5%

Other
3%

Ethnicity
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Attendance of religious service

A few times a week
5%

Once a week
15%

Once a month
22%

A few times per year
38%

Never
20%

Orthodox
84%

Muslim
11%

Other
4%

None
1%

Religion 
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Occupation

Housewife
15%

Unemployed
34%

Self-employed
3%

Student
2%

Blue collar
5%

Farmer
5%

White collar
3%

Executive
13%

Retired
20%

Sector of employment 

Don't work
71%

NGO sector
1%

Private sector
19%

State sector
9%
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Regions

Kakheti
9% Shida Kartli

7%

Kvemo Kartli
11%

Samtskhe-Javakheti
4%

Ajara
8%

Guria
3%Samegrelo

10%

Imereti
17%

Mtskheta-Mtianeti
2%

Tbilisi
29%
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