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Detailed Methodology

• The survey was conducted on behalf of the International Republican Institute’s Center for 

Insights in Survey Research by a local research firm. 

• Data was collected between September 13 and October 12, 2025 through CAPI-administered in-

person interviews.

• The sample consists of n=4,985 adults 18 years of age and older from all 63 out of 64 districts 
(Rangamati district was not selected with the PPS sampling) and all eight divisions of 
Bangladesh. It is representative of voting age adults nationally.

• The multi-stage probability sample was distributed into 500 primary sampling units (PSU) and 
stratified by division and urbanicity. PSUs were defined as villages in rural areas and mahalla in 
urban areas and were selected using the Probability-Proportionate-to-Size (PPS) method. In 
each PSU, after identifying a centrally-located starting point, a skip pattern was used to select 
the appropriate households. Within each household a respondent was selected using the Kish 
Grid. Male enumerators interviewed male respondents and female enumerators interviewed 
female respondents.

• The sample was weighted by gender and age using the results of the 2022 census.

• Where noted, selected questions were administered by secret ballot, with participants 
responding on a tablet without the interviewer being able to view their response. All other 
questions were administered orally.

• The overall response rate was 46 percent.

• The confidence interval for the national sample is ±1.4 points at the midrange with a 
confidence level of 95%.

• Charts and graphs may not add up to 100 percent due to rounding.

https://www.iri.org/what-we-do/programs/cisr/
https://www.iri.org/what-we-do/programs/cisr/
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Frequently Cited Disaggregate Bases

Disaggregate Category Base

Age Brackets

Age 18-25 n = 1,234

Age 26-35 n = 1,284

Age 36-55 n = 1,658

Age 56+ n = 809

Gender
Men n = 2,410

Women n = 2,575

Location
Urban n = 1,577

Rural n = 3,408

Occupation
Students n = 536

All other categories n = 4,449

Education

Primary or less (Class 1-4) n = 878

Junior Secondary (Class 5-9) n = 1,553

Higher Secondary (SSC/Dakhil, HSC) n = 1,975

Higher n = 572

Cited bases are weighted. Margin of error will vary with sample size n.
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Frequently Cited Disaggregate Bases

Disaggregate Category Base

Division

Barishal n = 281

Chattogram n = 1,002

Dhaka n = 1,327

Khulna n = 530

Mymensingh n = 366

Rajshahi n = 620

Rangpur n = 531

Sylhet n = 329

Financial Situation (self-assessment of   

present income)

Living comfortably n = 486

Getting by n = 1,431

Finding it difficult n = 1,414

Finding it very difficult n = 1,509

Don’t know/Refused n = 145

Cited bases are weighted. Margin of error will vary with sample size n.



General Outlook

“Dhaka” by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/taylorandayumi/4804790333
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


In general, would you say that things in Bangladesh are 
heading in the right direction or are they heading in the 
wrong direction?
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(Don’t know/Refused responses excluded)
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In general, would you say that things in Bangladesh are 
heading in the right direction or are they heading in the 
wrong direction?
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Gender

Occupation

Age



In general, would you say that things in Bangladesh are 
heading in the right direction or are they heading in the 
wrong direction?
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In general, why do you think that things are heading in 
the right direction? 
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(Among those who declared “right direction”, n=2,644; spontaneous response)
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In general, why do you think that things are heading in 
the wrong direction? 
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(Among those who declared “wrong direction”, n=2,112; spontaneous response)
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Somewhat pessimistic Very pessimistic

Don't know/Refused to answer

Generally speaking, to what extent are you optimistic or 
pessimistic about Bangladesh’s future? 

11



What is the single most important problem facing 
Bangladesh?
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(Spontaneous response)

*Responses receiving <1% are collapsed into Other
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What is the single most important problem facing 
Bangladesh?
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(Spontaneous response, top 5 responses displayed)
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You mentioned corruption as one of the most important 
problems in Bangladesh. Which aspect of corruption is 
most important?
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(Asked of those who name corruption as top problem, n=1,039; spontaneous response)
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Regarding the aspect of corruption you just mentioned, 
how often, if at all, does this type of corruption impact 
you? 
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(Asked of those who named an aspect of corruption; spontaneous response)
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Thinking now about the following, would you rate the 
situation with each as good or bad? And would you say 
very good or very bad?
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Thinking more about this, in the coming year, do you 
think that the situation with each is going to get better, 
worse, or stay the same?
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Thinking now about your personal economic situation for 
you and your family, over the past year has it gotten 
better, stayed the same, or worsened?

Thinking more about your personal economic situation, 
in the coming year, do you expect your personal 
economic situation is going to get better, stay the same, 
or get worse?
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Thinking now about your personal economic situation for 
you and your family, over the past year has it gotten 
better, stayed the same, or worsened?
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Thinking more about your personal economic situation, 
in the coming year, do you expect your personal 
economic situation is going to get better, stay the same, 
or get worse?
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55%33%

7%
2%2%

Strongly agree Somewhat agree
Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree
Don't know/Refused to answer

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

The gap between the rich and the poor in Bangladesh is 
growing larger.

21



Democracy

“National Assembly Building” by John Pavelka is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/28705377@N04/3860418267/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


How would you rate the current state of Bangladesh’s 
democracy, would you say it is good or bad? And would 
you say that it is very or somewhat good/bad?
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Note: In April 2023, the sample-frame was updated to reflect the new 2022 census data; resulting demographic shifts in the sample may impact trend data.
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How would you rate the current state of Bangladesh’s 
democracy, would you say it is good or bad? And would 
you say that it is very or somewhat good/bad?

24

Gender
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Do people in our country feel free to openly express 
their political opinions or are they afraid?

25

Occupation

Gender
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

There is a large gap between political elites and the 
people.
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In your opinion do you think civil society organizations* for 
the most part represent the interests of ordinary people or 
do they mostly represent the interests of the elites? 
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In your experience, how common is discrimination 
based on religion or ethnicity in your neighborhood?
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Religion

Education
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How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following 
statement: All citizens, regardless of religion or ethnicity, 
should have equal rights and opportunities in Bangladesh.
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Gender

Religion
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In your view, has the influence of religion in politics 
increased or decreased in the past year?
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Approval Ratings

“Protest at Shahabag Square” by Faisal Akram is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.flickr.com/photos/faisal_akram/8460797400
https://www.flickr.com/photos/faisal_akram/8460797400
https://www.flickr.com/photos/faisal_akram/8460797400
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Do you think that the new Interim Government is doing a good 
job or a bad job? Would you say they are doing a very good job, a 
somewhat good job, a somewhat bad job, or a very bad job?
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Gender

Location

Occupation

*Note: This question was asked in a secret ballot format

Financial Situation
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Thinking now about Muhammad Yunus, Chief Adviser to 
the Interim Government, do you think he is doing a good 
job or a bad job? And is that a very or somewhat good/bad 
job? 
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Gender

Education

Occupation

*Note: This question was asked in a secret ballot format

Financial Situation



Thinking now about the following institutions would you 
say you approve or disapprove of the job they are doing? 
And would that be strongly or somewhat approve/disapprove?
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Thinking now about the following institutions would you say you 
approve or disapprove of the job they are doing? And would that be 
strongly or somewhat approve/disapprove?
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(Net favorability displayed in percentage points; Have not heard of this institution and 
Don’t know/Refused responses not displayed)
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5% 11% 14% 12% 12% 13% 13% 17% 17% 17%

26%

+63

+29 +27 +25 +24 23%
+18

+2 +2
-5

-18

Highly favorable Somewhat favorable Somewhat unfavorable Highly unfavorable

*Net favorability may differ from implied difference due to rounding.



Now I am going to read various issues. Please rate the 
Interim Government’s performance on each one.
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Thinking now about the following political parties, would you 
say that you like or dislike them? And would that be strongly or 
somewhat like/dislike?
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Jamaat-e-Islami

Bangladesh Nationalist Party

National Citizen Party

Islami Andolon Bangladesh
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Jatiya Party

Amar Bangladesh
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Strongly like Somewhat like Somewhat dislike
Strongly dislike I have not heard of this party Don't know/Refused to answer



Elections

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

https://gijn.org/stories/2023-best-investigative-stories-bangladesh/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


66%

71%

61%

23%

18%

28%

7%

7%

7%

2%
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2%

2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

All Respondents

Men

Women

Very likely Somewhat likely Somewhat unlikely

Very unlikely Don't know/Refused to answer

How likely, if at all, are you to vote in the next 
parliamentary elections? 

39

Gender



Thinking about national elections, if the parliamentary 
elections were held next week, for which party, if any, would 
you vote? 

40

30%

26%

6%

5%

4%

8%

4%

7%

11%
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BNP

Jamaat e Islami

National Citizen Party

Jatiya Party

Islami Andolon Bangladesh

Some other party

I am not going to vote

Don’t Know

Refused

*Note: This question was asked in a secret ballot format



Thinking about national elections, if the parliamentary 
elections were held next week, for which party, if any, would 
you vote? 

41

(Among “very likely” voters, n=3,270)
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I am not going to vote

Don’t Know
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*Note: This question was asked in a secret ballot format
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All Respondents
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 Primary or less
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 Higher

Strong support Somewhat support Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose Don't know/Refused to answer

Do you support or oppose the decision to suspend the 
Awami League’s registration?

42

Gender

Location

Education
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Very likely (n=3,270)

Somewhat likely (n=1,162)

Somewhat unlikely (n=338)

Very unlikely (n=96)

Strong support Somewhat support Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose Don't know/Refused to answer

Do you support or oppose the decision to suspend the 
Awami League’s registration?

43

Voter Likelihood



Generally speaking, do you think past elections in 
Bangladesh have been free and fair or were they rigged?

44
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All Respondents

Men

Women

Very likely (n=3,270)

Somewhat likely (n=1,162)

Somewhat unlikely (n=338)
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Very optimistic Somewhat optimistic Somewhat pessimistic

Very pessimistic Don't know/Refused to answer

Thinking now about future elections, are you optimistic 
or pessimistic that elections will be free and fair? 

45

Gender

Voter Likelihood



Would you like to see new political parties in future 
elections or are you satisfied with the current choices? 

46
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43%
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Man Woman It does not make a difference to me Don't know/Refused to answer

If there are two candidates running for office and they have 
the same qualifications aside from the fact that one is a man 
and one is a woman, which candidate are you more likely to 
support? 

47

Gender

Location

Age



Once a new government has been elected, what is the most 
important issue the new government should focus on? And 
what is the second most important issue the new government 
should focus on?

48

(Spontaneous response)
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Strengthen anti-corruption mechanisms

Establish rule of law and judicial independence

Governance and political reforms

Strengthen relations with other countries

Economic reforms

Reduce unemployment through job creation programs

Address inflation and stabilize the economy

Improve transparency and accountability

Improve access to education and healthcare
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Security and stability

Enhance infrastructure development

Strengthen social safety nets for vulnerable populations

Other

Don’t Know/ Refused

First reponse

Second response

*Responses receiving <3% cumulatively are collapsed into Other.
The combined first and second response total cited may differ from the implied sum of the first and second response due to rounding.



Interim Government 
and Reforms

“Student leaders […] with head of the government Muhammad Yunus” 
by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://peoplesdispatch.org/2025/02/13/election-uncertainty-continues-in-bangladesh-amid-contradictory-statements-from-interim-government/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Strongly support Somewhat support Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose Don't know/Refused to answer

Do you support or oppose the protests that led to the 
overthrow of the Awami League government? 
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Gender

Location

Age



Would you say you agree or disagree with the following 
statements?

51
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28%
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Government
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people

The Interim Government is the
legitimate government of Bangladesh
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What is the most important reform you want the Interim Government to 
implement?

52

(Spontaneous response)
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Establish rule of law and judicial independence
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Address inflation and stabilize the economy

**Reduce unemployment through job creation

Improve access to education and healthcare

Improve transparency and accountability
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Security and stability

Strengthen social safety nets for vulnerable populations

Enhance infrastructure development

Combat terrorism and extremism

Resolve ongoing conflicts and promote peace

Other

***I don't want reforms

Don't know/Refused to answer

*Responses receiving <1% are collapsed into Other
**Reduce unemployment through job creation programs

***I don’t want the interim government to implement reforms
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Too quickly Right speed Too slowly Don't know/Refused to answer

When it comes to implementing reforms, would you say 
that the Interim Government is moving too quickly, at the 
right speed, or too slowly? 
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Gender

Location

Age
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Very optimistic Somewhat optimistic Somewhat pessimistic

Very pessimistic Don't know/Refused to answer

When it comes to implementing reforms, how optimistic 
are you that the Interim Government will successfully 
implement reforms? 

54

Gender

Location

Age



When do you want the Interim Government to hold new 
parliamentary elections and pass power to an elected 
government? 
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31%

10%
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Government
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Don't know/Refused to answer
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When it comes to the amount of influence the student 
movement has on the Interim Government, would you say it 
has too much influence, the right amount of influence, or too 
little influence?

56

Education

Occupation

Gender



51%

52%

49%

45%

53%

37%

36%

38%

37%

37%

6%

7%

6%

8%

5%

1%

1%

1%

2%

1%

5%

4%

5%

9%

3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

All Respondents

Men

Women

Urban

Rural
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Not important at all Don't know/Refused to answer

How important is it to you that the Interim Government seek 
input regarding reforms from political parties and include them 
in the decision-making process? 
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Very important Somewhat important Not very important

Not important at all Don't know/Refused to answer

How important is it to you that the Interim Government seek 
input regarding reforms from citizens and include them in the 
decision-making process? 

58

Gender

Location



Foreign Relations

“UNMISS peacekeepers from Bangladesh […]” by Gregorio Cunha is 
licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.flickr.com/photos/unmissmultimedia/53316104114
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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I am now going to read you a list of countries. For each one, 
please tell me if you think that country is having a positive or 
negative impact on Bangladesh, and whether that is a very or 
somewhat positive/negative impact.
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23%
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38%

36%

41%

32%

18%
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11%
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Very negative Don't know/Refused to answer



Media

“Communications Tower” by Unknown 
Author is licensed under CC BY

https://freebie.photography/industry/slides/phone_tower.htm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Thinking now about your media habits, from which type 
of media are you most likely to get your news?

62

63%

19%
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4%

2%

2%

3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

TV

Social media

Internet other than social media

Newspaper

Radio

Other

Don't know/Refused to answer

*Responses receiving <1% are collapsed into Other



Which specific media outlet, such as a specific TV channel, radio station, newspaper, 
website, etc.., do you consider most trustworthy for political news and information?
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(Spontaneous response; up to 3 responses permitted)

*Responses receiving <2% are collapsed into Other
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Other

None

Don't know/Refused to answer



Which of the following news and political television 
programs do you watch to get election information? 

64

(Multiple responses allowed; percentage shown is the total share of respondents naming each item)
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Do you use Facebook?
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Do you use Facebook?
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How often do you use Facebook? 
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(Asked of those who responded that they used Facebook; n=2,438)
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Do you have access to the Internet, either on a 
phone or a computer?
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Do you have access to the Internet, either on a 
phone or a computer?
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How often do you use the Internet? 

70

(Asked of those who have access to the Internet; n=2,615)
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Don't know/Refused to answer



Demographics
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Demographics I. 
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Demographics II. 
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Demographics III. 
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